
































NUMBER XXXIII. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





THuurspay, Auguf the 16th, 1753. 










i QQLIRAD T has lain upon my confcience for 
aanot eg Aa fome time, that I have taken no 
Sey notice of thofe of my correfpon- 
LID ors ey> <a dents, whofe letters to me, for rea- 
Ox (OF Ore Ye, ey fons of ftate, have been witheld 
ARCA < Oe from the public. Several of thefe 
gentlemen have favoured me with their affiftance from 
the kindeft motives. ‘They have difcovered that I am 
growing dull, and have therefore very generoufly fent me 
fome of their own wit, to reftore me to reputation. But 
as Iam not fure of a conftant fupply of thefe brilliant 
epiftles, I have been cautious of inferting them ; know- 
ing that when once a bottle of claret is fet upon the 
table, people are apt to make faces at plain port. 

THERE 
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Tuere are other gentlemen to whom I am no lefs 
obliged. Thefe have taken it for granted, that as I 
declared in my firft paper againft medling with religion, 
I muft certainly be an infidel: upon which fuppofition 
they have been pleafed to fhower in upon me, what they 
call, their FREE THOUGHTS: but thefe thoughts, as I 
have hitherto given no affurances of my infidelity, are 
rather too FREE for this paper. And befides, as I have 
always endeavoured to be new, I cannot confent to 
publifh any thing fo common as abufe upon religion. 

But the majority of thefe my private correfpondents 
are politicians. They approve, they tell me, of my 
neutrality at firft; but matters have been fo managed lately 
by thofe in power, that it is the part of every honeft man 
‘to become an oppofer. The compliments which thefe 
gentlemen are pleafed to pay my abilities are the higheft 
fatisfaction to me. Their letters do me the honour to 
afiure me, that if I will but exert myfelf, the miniftry muft 
do exactly as I would have them ; and that the next ge- 
neral eleCtion will certainly take whatever turn I have 
a mind to give it. 

I am very far from denying that I have all this con- 
fequence ; but I have always been of opinion that it is 
greater to fave than to deftroy: for which reafon I am 
willing to continue the prefent adminiftration a little 
longer: though at the fame time I muft take the li- 
berty of declaring, that if I find the popular clamours 
againft a late act of parliament to be true; namely, that 
it will entirely defeat all the prophecies relating to the 
difperfion of the jews; or that the new teftament is to 
be thrown out of our bibles and common prayer books ; 
or that a general circumcifion is certainly to take place 


foon after the meeting of the new parliament ; I fay, 


when 
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when thefe things are fo, I fhall moft affuredly exert 
myfelf as becomes a true-born Englifhman. 

I conress very freely that I had conceived fome dif- 
like to the marriage bill; having been aflured by the 
maid fervant where I lodge, that after the 2 5th day of 
next march, no young woman could be married with- 
out taking her bible oath that fhe was worth fifty pounds. 
But as I have read the bill fince, and have found no 
fuch claufe in it, I am tolerably well fatisfied. 

To thofe of my correfpondents who are angry with 
me for not having endeavoured to inculcate fome feri- 
ous moral in every one of thefe papers, I fhall juft take 
notice, that I am writing effays and not fermons. But 
though I do not avowedly once a week attack envy, 
malice and uncharitablenefs, I hope that a paper now 
and then written with pleafantry and good-humour, 
though it fhould have no dire&t moral in view, may fo 
amufe and temper the mind,~as to guard it againft the 
approaches of thofe tormenting paffions. There is no- 
thing truer than that bad fpirits and ill-humour are the 
parents of mifery and mifchief; he therefore who can 
lead the imagination from gloom and vapours to objects 
of chearfulnefs and mirth, is a ufeful member of fo- 
ciety. 

Havinc now difcharged my confcience of its bur- 
then, I thall clofe this paper with a letter which I re- 
ceived yefterday by the penny poft. I infert it here to 
fhew that a late very ferious effay of mine, calculated 
for the fupport and delight of ladies in years, has done 
real harm ; while others of a gayer nature, and with- 


out a moral, have been perfetly incffenfive, 
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To Mr. Fitrz-Apdam. 

SIR, 

Tuat you have been the occafion of mifery to an 
innocent woman is as true, as that I hope I may acquit 
you of any evil intention: you have indeed mifled me, 
but it is another who has wronged me. Yet if I had 
not ufed my utmoft endeavours, and practiced every 
honeft art to get redrefs from this unjuft perfon, I fhould 
neither defire nor deferve a place in your paper. 

Bur, alas, fir! while Iam prefacing my fad ftory, 
through a too modeft reluctance to begin it, I am fear- 
fil that you will miftake me for fome credulous young 
creature who has yielded up her honour to betraying 
man. Indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I am no fuch perfon; 
being at prefent in my fifty-fixth year, and having al- 
ways entertained fuch an averfion to impurity, as to be 
ready to die with fhame even of my very dreams, when 
they have fometimes happened to tend that way. But 
how has my virtue been rewarded !—I will conceal no- 
thing from you, fir, though my cheeks are glowing 
with fhame as well as indignation 





I am wronged, 
barbaroufly wronged, and will complain. 
Tue hand that is now penning this letter was three 


tedious weeks ago given at the altar to the moft unwor- 





thy of men Forgive me, fir, 2 moment's paufe— 
I cannot think of what I am, without exclaiming in 
the bitterne{s of my heart, how cruelly am I difappoint- 
ed! I will be particular in my relation. 

My father was a country gentleman of a good eftate, 
which by his death that happened near two months 
azo, devolved to me, as his only child. It was matter 
of wonder to our neighbours, that a perfon fo agreeable 
as I was thought to be, and who had been marriageable 


a 
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a good while (for as I mentioned before, I am in my 
ffty-fixth vear) fhould be fuffered to live fingle to fo 
ripe an age. To fay the truth, I could never account 
for this wonder, any otherwife than from that excefs of 
delicacy which I always obferved in my converfation 
with the men, and which in all pameniany prevented 
them from declaring themfelves. 

As foon as I had performed the laft duties to my fa- 
ther, Icame up to town, and took lodgings in Bury 
fireet. Would it had been in Pall-mall, or a ftreet 
ftill wider! for then I might have efcaped the obferva- 





tion of a tall well-made gentleman from Ireland, who 
unfortunately for my peace, lodged directly over the 
way. | 
’ T witt-not trouble you with the methods he took 
from his window to engage my attention, or with what 
pafled between us on his being permitted to vifit me. 
All I fhall fay is, that whatever ground he had gained 
in my heart, it might have proved a difficult tafk for 
him to have carried me without a fettlement, if the 
Wor tp of july the 12th upon the love of ELDERLY 
women had not fallea into my hands. Before the 
reading of that fatal paper I had fufpicions that my 
perfon might poffibly be lefs defirable than my fortune ; 
but now I believed, and my wifhes affifted my belief, 
that he languifhed to poffefs me. I read the ftory of 
Ninon-L’enc Los above a dozen times over; and I re- 
joiced to find myfelf of the exact age of that lady, when 
her charms had fuch an afcendancy over the unfortu- 
nate DE VILLIERs. 
~ My lover found me with the paper in my hand. I 
read it to him; and he confirmed me in my opinion, 
by wifhing himfelf the abbé Geporn, and his angel, as 
he 
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he called me, eighty years old, that he might be as 
happy as the Frenchman. In fhort, being now tho- 
roughly convinced that the only object of a fincere, fer- 
vent and lafting paflion in a young man, was a woman 
in years, I made no fecret to him of my inclinations ; 
and the very next morning we were publickly married. 
Aras, fir! were you in jeft or earneft when you 
wrote that paper? I have a melancholy reafon for be- 
lieving you were in jeft. And is a woman of fifty-five 
then fo undefirable an objeét? Is the not to be endured ? 
Or are all men deceivers? No; that is impoffible ; it 
is I only that am deceived. I dare not fay more, unlefs 
it be to tell you, that a fortune of thirty thoufand pounds 
is rather too much to be given in exchange for a mere 
name, when if you knew the whole truth, I have no 
real right to any name but my maiden one. I am, by 


no name at all, 
SIR, 


Your moft bumble. fervant. 





—_ oe errr en ae 
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